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The view of the Tri-Valley looking east from the Dublin
Grade already includes much less open space than this
photo taken in 2014.

We’re excited to share with you our updated Mission
and Vision to make the most impactful projects a
priority to leave the Tri-Valley a better place for you,
wildlife, and future generations.

Nature. Thanks to your support and generous grants,
the program provides fourth grade girls and boys
with environmental science lessons in the classroom
and a field trip hike to preserved lands.

• Our Vision: A Tri-Valley region where agricultural,
range, and park lands are preserved and enhanced
for the benefit of current and future generations.

We are excited about increasing our methods to
save lands for you, wildlife, and future generations to
enjoy. We look forward to continuing to protect our
agricultural and natural lands in new ways and proven
ways with you!

The Vision and Mission guide our work with
updated goals to help balance the preservation and
development needs of our growing community.
These goals will include safeguarding the Tri-Valley’s
urban growth boundaries, achieving a critical mass of
cultivated lands, particularly vineyards, and protecting
Tri-Valley rangelands and supporting the expansion
of parklands.
With your support, we’re continuing to work to
protect threatened wildlife habitats that are on our
immediate preservation list. In addition to continuing
to preserve lands for agriculture, parks, and wildlife,
we’ll include more avenues to protect our critical
lands as our community grows. Agricultural lands are
disappearing at an alarming rate across the country.
As our populations grow, we need to be able to
grow more food. Supporting local agriculture to
help with economic and environmental sustainability
is something we wanted to be sure to cover by
expanding our strategies for land preservation. We
will partner with community leaders to conduct
studies on the success of the South Livermore Area
Plan and economic viability for new vineyards and
wineries to help guide our efforts.
We’ll also continue to engage the next generation
by connecting them with the importance of land
preservation through an expanded educational and
outdoor experience program, Discovery Youth in
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To help preserve more agricultural and natural land
forever by donating or volunteering,
please visit TriValleyConservancy.org.

FAST FACTS

29%
Tri-Valley’s population increase since 2005
- 2018 “Tri-Valley Rising” report

10%
of the Earth’s suitable farmland is in the U.S.
- American Farmland Trust

35%
more jobs in the Tri-Valley since 2006
- 2018 “Tri-Valley Rising” report

40,0000
acres of California farmland are lost each year
- California Department of Food & Agriculture

31 million
acres of U.S. farmland were lost from 1992-2012
- American Farmland Trust
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• Our Mission: Promote economically sustainable
vineyards and orchards, and increase permanently
protected, biologically diverse open spaces.

Tri-Valley Conservancy’s 25th Anniversary Celebration
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Save the date to celebrate 25 years of preserving the Tri-Valley together!

Delicious Dinner
Medal-Winning Local Wines
Fun Games & Unique Auction Experiences
Preserve Critical Lands Forever
Your support will connect more girls and boys with the outdoors
through hands-on lessons and hikes on the preserved lands they will inherit!

Friday, November 8th

6:00 pm to 11:00 pm
Casa Real in Pleasanton

TRIVALLEYCONSERVANCY.ORG

Livermore Valley Uncorked

WINE SHOPPING LIST
Best in Show
Best White
Best Other Dry White
Las Positas Vineyards
Verdelho 2018

Best Rosé

Garré Vineyard & Winery
Rosato di Sangiovese 2018

Best Red
Best Red Blend
THE BEST OF THE BEST
Uncorked 2019 Winners: Las Positas Vineyards, Garré Vineyard & Winery, Stony
Ridge, Nottingham Cellars, Fenestra Winery, Steven Kent, Cuda Ridge Wines,
Darcie Kent, and Page Mill.

Y

ou work hard to preserve lands for people to enjoy for
generations to come. A landmark of Livermore wine country,
vineyards are arguably the most popular local preserved lands.
Our annual Livermore Valley Uncorked wine competition and
celebration allows you to literally taste the fruit of your labors to
preserve land forever.
The 10th year of the wine competition featured 12 revamped varietal
categories that attracted more than 150 Livermore Valley wines to
go for the gold! The competition was tougher than ever before with
space for only 60 wines to move on to the medal round and qualify
for a sold-out winetasting experience at the public Livermore Valley
Uncorked celebration held on Thursday April 4th at the Palm Event
Center.

The night of the celebration, the best of the categories were

announced by Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty to the
crowd of wine enthusiasts and winemakers alike hankering to hear
the top winners. This year, the judges’ palates determined Garré
Vineyard & Winery’s Rosato di Sangiovese 2018 was the Best Rosé
Wine. The title of Best Red Wine went to the winner of the Best Red
Blend, Stony Ridge’s Trifecta 2016. While it is a well-known fact that
Livermore wines are all fantastic, this year, one wine garnered three
titles. Winning with a unanimous gold, Best Other Dry White, Best
White, and Best in Show was Las Positas Vineyard’s Verdelho 2018.
Our huge thanks to all of the winegrowers and winemakers who
showcased the quality of what our region’s viticulture heritage and
savvy land preservation strategies can produce. A tasty win-win for
all! Our enormous gratitude to each of the judges and volunteers
who made this event possible!

You can get your Livermore
Valley Wine Shopping
List and view photos
from the celebration at
TriValleyConservancy.org.
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Stony Ridge
Trifecta 2016

Best Sauvignon Blanc
Nottingham Cellars
Sauvignon Blanc 2018

Best Barrel-Fermented
Chardonnay
Fenestra Winery
Chardonnay 2017

Best Other Red Varieties
At Least 75%
Steven Kent
Amphora 2017

Best Merlot, Malbec, or
Petite Verdot
Cuda Ridge Wines
Petite Verdot 2016

Best Zinfandel
Stony Ridge
Zinfandel 2015

Best Cabernet Franc
Darcie Kent
Stone Patch 2015

Best Cabernet Sauvignon
($40 or less)
Page Mill
Cabernet Sauvignon 2016

Best Cabernet Sauvignon
(over $40)

Cuda Ridge Wines
Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve
2015

Best Petite Sirah
Stony Ridge
Petite Sirah 2016

The Triska Touch: Vineyard and Truffle Orchard Owners and Winery Incubators
by Laura Ness, Volunteer and Writer

Mark and Maria Triska showcase their
10-acre vineyard’s new spring growth
and their developing truffle orchard
below.

I

t had been the long time dream of Mark and Maria
Triska to live in wine country and enjoy the fruits of
their landscaping in the most magical of elixirs, wine.
They figured they would eventually have not just a
vineyard, but a winery, a cellar and a tasting room
to call their own. But, instead, they have become
surrogate parents to several fledgling wineries, who
have gone on to achieve success. At this point,
they don’t fancy having their own label, and all
the effort that goes in to promoting and selling a
finished product. Being vineyard owners has proven
challenge, and reward, enough.
Says Mark, “We got into this because we had a dream
of owning a vineyard. We got involved with Friends
of the Vineyards and began attending events.” Here
Maria adds, “We complained about one of the events
and they challenged us to do better! So, we got more
involved.”
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When they moved to Livermore in 1985, there were
only seven wineries. The couple began volunteering
to help with Harvest Festival and remember being
charmed by the arbor at Concannon and the caves
of Wente. This was the lifestyle they wanted. So, in
1999, when the stock market was booming, they
cashed out, ready to buy that vineyard parcel at last.
They got a map of South Livermore and consulted
Carolyn Wente’s husband, Buck Layton, who told
them that land might be available in the Crane Ridge
tract. The property was in the midst of other lands that
had been protected for agriculture and open space
by the local non-profit, Tri-Valley Conservancy. They
purchased an 18.5 acre parcel, 14 of which had been
planted to Merlot in 1992.
“The benefit is that everyone around us has land
that is also protected by Tri-Valley Conservancy, so

we knew we would be surrounded by vineyards or
olives,” says Mark. At first, they sold fruit to Wente,
from 2000 to 2007, then signed a contract to sell their
fruit to Concannon for their Conservancy Series, from
2008 until 2012. When David Kent left the Wine Group,
they sought other buyers, and began selling to Caddis
and Nottingham Cellars. They’d already started selling
fruit to Cuda Ridge, one of their “incubator” wineries,
which was actually started in their garage. Caddis
Winery is now located in their wine shop and garage.
In 2016, the Triska’s removed all 14 acres of Merlot and
planted 10 acres of Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay,
Pinot Noir, and Grüner Vetliner for Darcie Kent
Vineyards. In the lower 4 acres, they planted 900
oak and hazelnut trees to begin a truffle orchard. To
the best of their knowledge, this is the first Perigord
(black) truffle orchard in Alameda County.
Adds Maria, “That line from the movie (Sideways),
sticks in my mind. ‘This wine is alive!’ Never forget
that good wine is really alive, and there are real live
people behind it.” Like the link between farmers and
chefs for the truffles, it’s just as important to know
the people who grow the grapes as it is to know the
winemaker who makes the finished product.
The Triskas credit Tri-Valley Conservancy for the many
roles the organization plays. Noting that they act as a
critical liaison between developers and open space
advocates, says Mark, “Tri-Valley Conservancy serves
as a conduit to develop a balanced lifestyle for the
entire community.”

Mark joined our Board of Directors in January to help
preserve lands for future generations.
To donate, volunteer or learn more,
please visit TriValleyConservancy.org.
PRESERVE LAND. CONNECT COMMUNITIES. ENRICH LIFE.
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Mark Your Calendar

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ryan Callahan, Chair

NOVEMBER 8, 2019

25th Anniversary
Celebration Jeans & Jewels
—6pm–11pm at Casa Real.

DECEMBER 26, 2019

Donate on Giving
Tuesday to save land at
TriValleyConservancy.org!

Christina Kiefer, Vice Chair
Robert Gilham, Treasurer
Lori Souza, Secretary
Scott Akin
David Doyle
Arthur Jeannet
David B. Kent
Tamara Reus
Sblend Sblendorio
Steven Spedowfski
Mark Triska

STAFF
Laura Mercier
Executive Director
Charlene Anderson
Operations Director
Beryl Anderson
Communications Director
Barbara Graham
Office Manager
Want more details about any of these events?
Call 925.449.8706, email info@TriValleyConservancy.org, or visit us online at TriValleyConservancy.org.

A PROUD PARTNER OF

Georgie Saucedo
Events Program Manager
Carolyn Newton
Land Conservation Associate
Meghan Hornbacker
Communications Associate

NEWSLETTER
Judy Eckart, Editor

