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You are connecting a regional
trail from Livermore to Fremont—
improving access and habitat.

No Longer the End of the Trail
by Beryl Anderson

Y
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ou’re moving quickly down the trail, energized by the tree branches swaying in the breeze as
they dapple the sunlight across your face. You smile, wondering what will be around the next
bend, when suddenly, you can go no further. Along with the trail, your adventure has come to an
end. For 75,000 visitors each year to beloved Sycamore Grove Park, this has been the case when
the Arroyo del Valle Regional Trail dead-ends into Arroyo del Valle. Or for those more daring,
attempts to cross the creek by foot, bike, or horseback have ended in injury either to themselves
or to the creek’s critical wildlife habitat. But, thanks to you, the days of this sad tale are numbered.

You and your fellow supporters
are helping to connect the TriValley’s trails, thereby increasing
recreational opportunities and wildlife
corridors while solidifying our lovely
community as a destination—come
for the wine, stay for the trails! We
call it the Valley Trail Connections
program and, thanks to our partners
and supporters like you, we are
close to finishing our first-priority
connection in Sycamore Grove Park.
You are helping to connect Sycamore

Grove Park in Livermore Valley all
the way to Mission Peak in Fremont!
Nearly 25,000 acres of open space
will be linked together through
five parks—Sycamore Grove Park,
Del Valle Regional Park, Ohlone
Regional Wilderness, Sunol Regional
Wilderness, and Mission Peak
Regional Preserve.
Why
By connecting a dead-end trail
in Sycamore Grove Park, one of
our easiest to reach open spaces,

recreational opportunities will
increase exponentially. It will become
part of a continuous 44-mile regional
trail. You’ll have more than 17 times the
trails to explore from your doorstep
through the five linked parks. Trail
access will open up for equestrians,
cyclists, strollers, and people with
disabilities to enjoy too. Wildlife will
also have the interconnected habitat
they need to survive. The payoff from
this project will be huge, but it’s been
years in the making.
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How
For nearly two decades, you have helped bring the pieces
together to make this possible. In 2014, you helped us
preserve the Bobba Property between Sycamore Grove
Park and Del Valle Regional Preserve. That land has been
preserved forever and added 74 more acres to Sycamore
Grove Park. However, Arroyo del Valle runs between the
Arroyo Road staging area of Sycamore Grove Park and
these new acres on the backside of the park. The only
safe way to cross the creek now is on a footbridge that
is available when conditions allow. Due to high creek
flows in the Winter and Spring, the footbridge is removed
completely. For over half of the year, this popular trail
dead-ends and no one can cross the creek. The seasonal
footbridge also does not allow bikes, wheelchairs, strollers,
or horses access to the other side of the creek and the
rest of the park. This has left park-goers, determined to
visit the less explored acreage of the park, with the choice
of changing their plans or deciding to enter the creek to
attempt to cross it—which poses a danger to the visitor
and the creek habitat. In recent years, horses bearing their
riders across the creek have fallen, injuring themselves so
severely that they have had to be put down.
Creating a permanent trail connection is a priority to
improve park users’ experience as well as the creek. A
bridge over the creek will connect the trail year-round,
improve trail access for all park users, and decrease
impacts to the creek, which will help wildlife to thrive in the
park and keep the water cleaner.
In fact, making sure water flow in the arroyo isn’t impacted
by the bridge is just one of the many steps that have been
taken to prepare for construction. Working with Livermore

Area Recreation and Park District, Zone 7 Water District,
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, California State
Water Resources, and the Army Corps of Engineers, just to
name a few, we have gone through a vigorous feasibility
study, biological assessment, and planning and permitting
process in order to ensure the success of the project
and the completion of the bridge. The permitting is not
only required to be completed prior to construction, but
it also ensures that the natural resources surrounding the
project area such as wildlife habitat and water quality are
enhanced rather than impacted by the project.
The construction of the bridge itself is being carefully
planned and coordinated around “fledgling season” for
sensitive bird and bat species in the park.
When
Thanks to you and our partners, significant progress has
been made toward connecting this trail. Provided the
permitting phase and fledgling season go according to
expectations, we’re preparing to break ground on building
the bridge to connect the trail this Fall.
We can’t wait to share more news with you about this
amazing project that you are helping to make possible.
Soon, the days of our most popular trail dead-ending
before it reaches more preserved natural land to explore
will be over. Until then, you can watch a video about the
Valley Trail Connections project on our website.

To see more about this Valley Trail Connections
project that you’re making possible, visit
TriValleyConservancy.org.

Until now the seasonal
footbridge, pictured
here, has been the only
way to cross Arroyo del
Valle and continue on the
regional trail to the 74
acres you preserved to
connect Sycamore Grove
Park to Del Valle Regional
Preserve.

making connections

This project will create a 44-mile trail
connecting 25,000 acres through 5 parks
and link the Arroyo del Valle Regional Trail
with the Juan Bautista de Anza National
Historic Trail.
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The footbridge is not
usable much of the year
due to increased water
flow, like last year’s flood,
pictured here. Even when
the seasonal footbridge
is in place, it doesn’t
allow access for cyclists,
equestrians, and people
with wheelchairs or
strollers.

map: green info, top photo: carolyn newton, bottom photo: laura mercier

a bridge under
troubled waters

Tri-Valley
Conservancy

Jeans & Jewels

Rockin’ the Ranch

Save the Date
Friday, November 2, 2018
at Casa Real in Pleasanton
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Polish your boots & your line dancing moves for

trivalleyconservancy.org

Livermore Valley Uncorked

wine shopping list
Best in Show
Best Red
Best Cabernet Franc

Wood Family Vineyards
Cabernet Franc 2015

Best Rosé

McGrail Vineyards
Kylie Ryan Rosé 2017
The Best of the Best

Left to right: Larry Dino, Cuda Ridge; Brent Amos, Las Positas Vineyards;
Aidan Mirassou, Steven Kent Winery; Alexander Wolfe, Nottingham/Vasco
Urbano; Alec Fraser, Wood Family Vineyards; Mark Clarin, McGrail Vineyards;
Rhonda Wood, Wood Family Vineyards; Phil & Debra Long, Longevity; Holger
Hornisch, Wood Family Vineyards; County Supervisor Scott Haggerty.

Y

ou work hard to preserve lands for people to enjoy for generations
to come. Beautiful on the eyes and the lips, vineyards are arguably
the most popular local preserved lands. Livermore Valley Uncorked wine
competition and celebration allow you to literally taste the fruit of your
labors to preserve land forever.
The ninth year of the wine competition boasted 12 revamped varietal
categories that attracted more than 100 Livermore Valley wines vying to
be the best of the best. The competition was tougher than ever before
with space for only 60 wines to move on to the medal round and qualify
for your unlimited winetasting pleasure at the public Livermore Valley
Uncorked celebration held on Thursday April 12th at the Palm Event Center.
The night of the celebration, the best of the categories were announced
by Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty to the crowd of wine
enthusiasts and winemakers alike eager to hear the top winners. The
newest Best category, Best Rosé, was added just last year when it took the
competition by storm, winning Best in Show. This year, a new rosé won the
honor of Best Rosé as the judges’ palates determined McGrail Vineyards’
Kylie Ryan Rosé 2017 was the top entry. DePorted 2012 by BoaVentura de
Caires Winery was awarded the distinction of the Best Sweet Wine. The
title of Best White went to the Best Other Dry White varietal, Longevity’s
Pinot Blanc 2017. All of the the Tri-Valley’s medal-winning wines are fantastic.
Yes, we may be a little biased. However, this year, one wine garnered four
medals and three titles. The Best Cabernet Franc, Best Red, and Best in
Show was Wood Family Vineyards’ Cabernet Franc 2015.

photos: carolyn newton

Our huge thanks to all of the winegrowers and winemakers who
showcased the quality of what our region’s viticulture heritage and savvy
land preservation strategies can produce. A delicious win-win for all! Our
enormous gratitude to each of the judges and volunteers who made this
event possible!

You can get your
Livermore Valley Wine
Shopping List and view
the celebration photos at
TriValleyConservancy.org.
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Best Sweet Wine

BoaVentura de Caires Winery
DePorted 2012

Best White
Best Other Dry White
Longevity
Pinot Blanc 2017

Best Barrel-Fermented
Chardonnay
McGrail Vineyards
Chardonnay 2016

Best Bordeaux Blend
Cuda Ridge Wines
Melange d’Amis 2015

Best Cabernet Sauvignon
($40 or less)
Wood Family Vineyards
Viva 2015

Best Cabernet Sauvignon
(over $40)
Las Positas Vineyards
Reserve 2013

Best Other Bordeaux Red
Wood Family Vineyards
Petit Verdot 2015

Best Other Red

Las Positas Vineyards
Obscurus 2015

Best Rhone Red

Vasco Urbano
The Sheriff GSM 2015

Best Sauvignon Blanc
(including Blends)
Steven Kent Winery
Lola 2017

Four Wheel Bob Hits the Tri-Valley Trails

by Laura Ness, Volunteer & Writer

a long time in the making

Bob Coomber (pictured front and center),
also known as Four Wheel Bob, joins the
ribbon cutting in 2014 for the 74-acre
addition to Sycamore Grove Park which will
now allow for a regional trail connection.

M

any have seen him wheeling along the trails of the East
Bay with the look of determination that enables him to
conquer any challenge, including summiting Mt. Kilimanjaro.
That peak has come to represent an achievable goal for
many with physical challenges, and so, Bob Coomber and
his wife, Gina, dedicate themselves to gathering supplies to
help others in wheelchairs make their own ascent. But it’s
the trails in his backyard that he loves most.
Coomber, a lifelong Bay Area resident, author, hiker, and
nature enthusiast, was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes
at 19, a disease that led to bone weakness and multiple
catastrophic leg fractures. Since he can’t put weight on his
legs, Coomber has relied on his wheelchair for over two
and a half decades. He was the first to summit Mt. Diablo
in a wheelchair, which he describes as treacherously steep
and slippery: it took him about six hours. He’s especially
passionate about the East Bay’s vast trail system and is a
staunch advocate for expansion of access in accord with
the Americans with Disabilities Act.

photo: carolyn newton

Bob has lived in Livermore for nearly 30 years, and has
worked with the Livermore Area Recreation and Park
District for many of them. As a board member, he has
worked frequently with Tri-Valley Conservancy, which he
credits with helping to preserve open space and creating
additional trails. “These are people with altruistic motives
who translate them into reality,” says Coomber.
In 2014, supporters helped Tri-Valley Conservancy donate
74-acres around the Veterans Administration complex
to the Park District to help connect the Sycamore Grove
Park area all the way to Fremont—which is now close to
reality. Eventually, this trail will also be extended along East
Vineyard Avenue to access Shadow Cliffs.
The plans for multi-use trails in the District are quite
ambitious, but Coomber has faith they will happen. “The

Sycamore Grove extension is a very cool thing because the
trail crosses Arroyo del Valle, but the bridge is [currently]
barely wide enough to accommodate a chair,” says
Coomber. “Tri-Valley Conservancy is going to help build an
all-weather bridge that everyone can use – wheelchairs,
bicycles, carriages, strollers.”
Adds Coomber, “Tri-Valley Conservancy thinks the way we
do. They help make things happen. We don’t run into roadblocks with Tri-Valley Conservancy. A lot is done behind the
scenes. It’s like Christmas when I come to a meeting and
find out the things they’ve done for us. We have a capital
improvement list a mile long.”
He’d love to see a loop trail that people could use to commute via bicycle into Livermore, Pleasanton, and Dublin. He
notes that you can currently bike 35 miles between Concord and Pleasanton on the Iron Horse Trail.
He tells me that he’s among the lucky wheelchair wielding
trail users: it’s a lot easier to get around most trails with a
self-propelled chair like his. “Motorized wheelchairs have
a much harder time going over gaps in the pavement,”
he explains. Real multi-use trails have to be designed and
implemented properly to accommodate those who want
to enjoy the beauty of nature without, as Bob says, “making
a career move” while crossing an unsafe surface.
One of Bob’s favorite places to go outside of the East
Bay is the Eastern Sierra. “I love spending time in the high
Sierra. It’s a lot of work to get camp set up, so I’m usually
in no hurry to get up in the morning!” he shares, with a
perpetual grin. He says one time while camping up near
the Bristlecone Pine Forest in the White Mountains, he and
his companions awoke to realize they had been joined
overnight by a flock of bighorn sheep. Now, that’s a sight he
will never forget.
You can watch a film trailer about 4 Wheel Bob at
TriValleyConservancy.org/4WheelBob.
Preserve Land. connect communities. Enrich life.
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Mark Your Calendar

Board of Directors
Norman Petermeier, Chair

may 1—31, 2018

Freeze Frame 2018
competition photo entries
accepted. See our website
for details.

November 2, 2018

Jeans & Jewels: Rockin’ the
Ranch—our gala—6pm–
11pm at Casa Real.

November 23, 2018

Ditch the stores and get
outdoors for a Black Friday
Hike!

November 27, 2018

Donate on Giving
Tuesday to save land at
TriValleyConservancy.org!

December 13, 2018

Volunteer Appreciation—
Stay tuned!

Clay Widmayer, Vice Chair
Ryan Callahan, Treasurer
Lori Souza, Secretary
Connie Campbell

April 4, 2019

Livermore Valley Uncorked
Wine Celebration—Palm
Event Center!

David Doyle
Robert Gilham
Arthur Jeannet
David Kent
Christina Kiefer
Jeff Williams

Staff
Laura Mercier, Executive Director
Charlene Anderson, Operations Dir.
Beryl Anderson, Communications Dir.
Barbara Graham, Office Manager
Want more details about any of these events?

Carolyn Newton, Land Conservation

Call 925.449.8706, email info@TriValleyConservancy.org, or visit us online at TriValleyConservancy.org.

Cynthia Ross, Event Coordinator

A PROUD PARTNER OF

Newsletter
Judy Eckart, Editor

