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Preserve Land.
Connect Communities.
Enrich Life.

Doolan Canyon: Your Beautiful Buffer

Doolan Canyon is the last open space between
Dublin and Livermore.
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Now you’ve done it. You protected Doolan
Canyon as a beautiful buffer between Dublin
and Livermore. You saved this last remaining
open space between the two cities from
dense development with an urban growth
boundary. Thanks to your support, we were
able to help Dublin residents defeat Measure
T, which would have opened the canyon up
to at least 2,000 more houses. Ranching and
recreation can continue in Doolan Canyon—
for now.
The Canyon’s scenic rolling hills are habitat
for rare and threatened species, including
golden eagles, Callippe silverspot butterflies
and American badgers, which are making
a comeback in the Tri-Valley thanks to your
conservation efforts. The canyon’s natural
lake even draws shorebirds such as American Avocets and black-necked stilts. It’s no
wonder the East Bay Regional Park District has
a park planned for this stunning area. Doolan
Canyon is a priority for us, too.
Defeating Measure T last November was
just the most recent step in saving Doolan
Canyon. An urban growth boundary is great

A group of the dedicated Dublin Open Space Initiative 2014 volunteers that worked hard to defeat
Measure T in Dublin and protect Doolan Canyon. This last open space buffer between Dublin and
Livermore is home to ranching, a natural lake, threatened wildlife and a planned regional park.

progress but not foolproof. Now that urban
development would require voter approval
to break the boundary, we are on the right
path to protecting its wild beauty. It will be
no small feat, but we’re collaborating with
all of our partners in the area to successfully
create an open space protection program
for Doolan Canyon. We’re exploring our
full range of land conservation tools, which
now includes our approval by the California

Department of Fish and Wildlife to hold
conservation easements.
With your continued support, our vision is
to permanently protect Doolan Canyon as
open space so that you, wildlife and future
generations can enjoy this place forever.
You made this first step possible, but we
can’t make it permanent without you. Will
you make a donation today to help us
continue this critical project?

To make a donation please visit trivalleyconservancy.org or call (925) 449-8706
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Announcing the Winners of Freeze Frame 2015!
Congratulations to our Freeze Frame 2015 winners! Eric Ahrendt gave a fantastic showing, securing both first and third place with his photos Joan’s
Farm & Pumpkin Patch and Wildflowers and Hills, while Gene Frieders captured second place and the people’s choice with his piece, North
Livermore Passing Storm.
To see the full line-up of this year’s Top 25 and the exhibit schedule, visit the Freeze Frame page on our website at trivalleyconservancy.org.

Joan’s Farm & Pumpkin Patch

Wildflowers and Hills

Summer Social

North Livermore Passing Storm

Livermore Valley’s
Winning Wines
On Wednesday April 8th, a team of 20
judges at Casa Real swirled, sniffed,
sipped and spit their way through 79
of Livermore Valley’s finest wines to
select the best of the best for Livermore Valley Uncorked!

Kevin and Lynn Reedy shared their exquisite backyard with fantastic views of Tri-Valley open space to help
us celebrate our dedicated supporters with our Summer Social on July 22nd. More than 60 guests allowed
us to laud them with our appreciation, but we couldn’t protect the Tri-Valley’s open spaces and charming
character without every one of you.

Kevin and Lynn Reedy were all smiles as they not

Laura Mercier, our Executive Director, expressed

only hosted this year’s Summer Social on July 22nd

our gratitude at our Summer Social for all of our

but even tended the bar, ensuring that good times

donors, volunteers, landowners and partners that

were had by all.

make our work to protect the Tri-Valley’s
agriculture, natural habitats, and open space for
the generations to come.
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The panel of judges—wine buyers,
sommeliers, chefs and wine writers—
included our colleague Mary Orlin
(who did indeed spit) and were tasked
with choosing wines in categories
such as Other White, Cabernet Franc,
and Red Blend. Tasting that many
wines is truly a tough job, taking five
hours to properly assess them. All
bottles were under wraps in brown
paper bags, poured by volunteers
from the Tri-Valley Conservancy
sponsors of the event.
Top honors for Best in Show and Best
White & Best Other White went to the
2013 The Whip by Murrieta’s Well, a
blend of semillon, chardonnay, sauvignon blanc, viognier, orange muscat,
gewürztraminer and riesling. The Best
Red and Best Petite Sirah award went
to the 2010 Petite Sirah by Pat Paulsen.
The 2009 “DePorted” Port by Boa Ventura de Caires won for Best Dessert
wine. Congratulations to all winners!

Casa de Vinas:
An American Dream
And Then Some
Julio and Martha Covarrubias are not just the
penultimate American dream story come
true, they are also forthright and admirable
examples of stewards of the land. They were
both born into families that worked the land
and respected everything it gave them: the
land is truly what anchors them. Everything
is done with the preservation of the land’s
fertility in mind. Life comes from the earth.
And so it is treated accordingly.
Relationships and partnerships are fundamental for Julio, who has seen more than
40 harvests since he began working in the
vineyards, most of it in the employ of the
Wente family, since January 7, 1974. Back then,
he recalls the Valley was flowing with Grey
Riesling and Chenin Blanc— “it was so crisp
and nice! I miss that!”

With exemplary practices and protected land, Casa de Vinas is thriving.

Julio still refers to Martha, his wife since October of 1975, as his girlfriend. They met when
Julio accompanied a carful of his cousins to
visit Martha and her six sisters at their house
in Manteca: her father worked for Franzia.
Later, at a festival, he came up and asked her
to dance. She wondered how he knew her
name. They were dance partners off and on
for three years. Then, one of her girlfriends
mentioned that her brother needed a green
card, and suggested that Martha, a US citizen,
might marry him.
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Martha wanted none of that. Instead, she
asked Julio if he would pretend to be her
boyfriend to give the other guy the message. Pretend Julio could not, but he certainly stepped up to the role with gusto, and
Martha found herself falling in love with the
man she describes as “my dream.” They are
clearly very much in love, with one another
and with life.

have been examined. New ways
of irrigation have been implemented. New varieties have
been planted and interplanted.
Pretty much everything that
could be changed to produce
the finest grapes has been
altered. Irrigation is one of the
critical points. “I give the vines
little sips when it is hot. I only water when the weather and wind
demand. We open the canopy
right after bloom.” The results
speak for themselves. He’s not
only selling to Nottingham, but to
Wood Family, McGrail, Fenestra,
Wente and Rockwall.
Still, says Julio, “I want to see my
name on a 96-point wine! I want
the best that can possibly be.”

From the start, Julio had a real knack for
business and land ownership, and began
acquiring beat-up properties, fixing them up
to rent out to farm workers. “He sets a good
example,” notes Martha.

and we sold all my properties so I could
purchase the land. They told me it was in the
Conservancy and 10 acres had to be planted
in grapes immediately.” At first, he planted
Petite Sirah, in 12 ft spacing, as was the custom of the day.

But he was looking for a vineyard, and finally,
in 2002, he got his chance. The Wentes listed
a 21.5 acre parcel on the benchland of Crane
Ridge: Julio was interested. “I kept asking the
price and they wouldn’t tell me. When we
found out, I talked to my real estate agent

As a winegrower, Julio has achieved renown
that he never even dreamed of: working
hand in hand with winemaker Collin Cranor
of Nottingham Cellars, he has taken his vineyard, Casa de Vinas, to an exemplary level
of farming. All aspects of viticultural practices

They both admit this is a beautiful dream
that they hope will stay in the family. His son
is working with him and his granddaughter
helps prune and pick. She has expressed
an interest in helping children with juvenile
diabetes.
Julio praises her ambition: “You have to challenge yourself in life. If you don’t, it is hard to
share the blessings.”
And the blessings are endless, as is the work
required to be the best.

Preserve Land. connect communites. Enrich life.
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60 More Acres
Preserved Forever
With Your Support
Thanks to supporters like you and landowners
like the Wisner family, we were able to put
three more beautiful parcels of land under
conservation easements in September. That
means 60 acres are now preserved forever!
These three properties are a wonderful
addition to the scenic corridor on Tesla Road
in Livermore. (If you haven’t driven down Tesla
to enjoy the beautiful vineyards and open
space, you should!)
The newly preserved property is owned
by the Wisner family, as it has been for
over 100 years! In the 1940s, the Wisner
vineyards started supplying grapes to the
Wente family, and a portion of one parcel is
still planted with vineyards. The rest of the
land is in its natural state and contains an
intermittent stream and a gorgeous large
valley oak tree.
During preparation for the conservation
easements, Tri-Valley Conservancy volunteer and Livermore Area Recreation and
Park District ranger Patti Cole visited the
property and was excited to see so much
habitat available for wildlife. “The valley oak
in the middle of an open field provides an
excellent perch for raptors to hunt from.
And the abundant coyote brush serves as a
‘nursery plant’ for baby oak trees to grow;
it provides protection from the baking sun
and foraging wildlife.”

Birds of prey like eagles, hawks and falcons will make great
use of this valley oak perch and habitat you helped to protect.

The Wisner property is divided into three
20-acre parcels. Under the conservation
easement, any non-agricultural building on
a parcel would be confined to a two-acre
section. The conservation easement stipulates that the rest of the land be preserved
in perpetuity for agriculture, ranching or
open space.

The newly protected 60 acres include the Wisner family’s
vineyards, which back up to rolling wildlife habitat.
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With the addition of 60 more acres, we
are now protecting over 4,300 acres in the
Tri-Valley! And with dedicated supporters
like you, we can do even more to insure
that precious land is preserved for all of us
to enjoy and pass on to future generations.
Together we can continue to: Preserve
Land, Connect Communities and Enrich Life!
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Mark Your Calendar

Board of
Directors
Jeff Williams, Chair

November 5

January 1–March 31

April 24

Jeans & Jewels on Safari—
6pm–10pm @ Casa Real at
Ruby Hill

Freeze Frame Exhibit at Cuda
Ridge Winery

Laura’s Land Tour—purchase your
seat(s) at Jeans & Jewels on Safari

Ryan Callahan, Vice Chair

May 1–31

Michael Fredrich, Treasurer

November 17

January 27
Board Installation Dinner

Freeze Frame Top 12 Exhibit at
Robert Livermore Community
Center

Jeff Cranor

Quest for Excellence—Robert
Livermore Community Center

December 10
Volunteer Appreciation—Details
are forthcoming…watch your
e-mail!

April 1–30
Freeze Frame 13–25 Exhibit at
Robert Livermore Community
Center

April 13
Livermore Valley Uncorked
Judging—Palm Event Center

April 14
Livermore Valley Uncorked
Celebration—Palm Event Center

June 1–30
Freeze Frame Top 25 Exhibit at
Livermore Public Library

July 1–August 31
Freeze Frame Top 25 Exhibit at
Alameda County Administration
Building, Oakland

Connie Campbell, Secretary

David Doyle
Matt Ford
Arthur Jeannet
Melody O’Shea
Norman Petermeier
Christopher Schlies
Clay Widmayer

Staff
Laura Mercier, Executive Director
Barbara Graham, Office Manager
Kellie Hayes, Resource Dev. Dir.

Want more details about any of these events? Call 925.449.8706, email info@trivalleyconservancy.org, or visit us online

Carolyn Newton, Stewardship

at trivalleyconservancy.org.
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