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White-Tailed Kite Nesting Season
by Patti Cole

An explosion of grating, raspy screeches. Feathered black bombers dive repeatedly at a tree
top. The cacophony of a ferocious battle persists for half an hour.
Welcome to White-tailed kite nesting season in the Livermore Valley. Kites and crows
skirmish from late winter through summer, first over nest sites, then over eggs. Crow
sorties continue even after the young kites have fledged.
These loud conflicts are an indication that populations of the White-tailed kite
(Elanus leucurus), a protected species, are holding on in the Livermore Valley.
White-tailed kites are birds of prey. They are mostly white to pale gray with a dark
gray/black wing patch. Kites hunt by hovering above the ground while they survey
for movement below. Once they’ve spotted a potential meal, they drop straight
down onto their prey.
To nest, kites require: 1) tall, mature trees with fairly good canopy cover; and
2) grasslands, wetlands, cultivated fields, or even golf courses very close to
the natal tree.
Help kites thrive in the Livermore Valley:
1. Dispose of food scraps and trash appropriately, to help keep raven and
crow populations in check.
2. Plant a tree. Kites prefer live oak, pine, and bay trees.
3. Protect a tree. If you have a nesting tree on your property, take care of it.
4. Give “mom” a break. Keep human disturbance at a minimum: Nesting
season takes an enormous energy toll.
5. Think about pest management without poison, which might pass through
the food chain from prey to predator species.
This article has been extensively edited for space.
Please read the complete article at www.trivalleyconservancy.org .

Interesting fact - The word kite comes from the
Old English word cyta. Cyta is derived from skut
meaning to shoot or go swiftly, and refers to the
way these birds swoop onto their prey.

Inside This Issue

Economic Reasons to Conserve Land

What’s the Latest?

Irrigation Improvement?

Board Spotlight

Tri-Valley Treasures-Plein Air Exhibit

Livermore Valley Uncorked 2012

I think having land and not ruining it is the most beautiful art that anybody could ever want to own. – Andy Warhol

BOD Spotlight
We are very proud to introduce
two of our Board of Directors –
Connie Campbell and Matt Ford.
We asked them–

“Why are you on TVC’s board
and/or what inspires you to serve
on the TVC Board?”

Connie Campbell

Oliver Wendell
Holmes said, “A
hundred years after
we are gone and
forgotten, those who
never heard of us will
be living the results of
our actions.”

The original plan to preserve precious
agricultural land in the valley and
implement smart growth was my father’s
dream. It came to fruition with the support
of many dedicated people who were also
committed to this vision. I serve because I
want to work with others to shepherd this
dream and protect this vision for our land
so that a hundred years from now people
will be living the results of our actions in a
beautifully preserved valley.
“The relationship
between the
preservation of
land and a robust
and economically
viable wine and
agricultural region
Matt Ford
is only possible
by collaborating with our Tri-Valley
landowner partners. With a background in
real estate and the grape growing industry,
I enjoy applying this experience to assist
the TVC in its core mission.”
For information about how to get
involved with TVC, visit our website
and click on “How to Help.”

What’s the Latest?
As part of the Tri-Valley Conservancy’s mission to permanently protect
the fertile soils, rangelands, and biological resources, and to support
a viable agricultural economy in the Tri-Valley area, TVC regularly
reviews and comments on projects that have the potential to impact
land use in the Tri-Valley area. Below are short summaries/updates of
TVC’s responses to two important current issues.

Expanding the Existing Storage Facility
The success of viticulture and the establishment of a premier wine region in the
South Livermore Valley depend on land use decisions that uphold the goals,
policies, and restrictions of both the South Livermore Valley Area Plan (SLVAP)
and the Measure D initiative adopted by Alameda County voters in 2000. Thus,
TVC reviews all development proposals within the county that could affect the land
trust’s easement properties and vision for the Tri-Valley.
During the past few years TVC has been actively working with Alameda County in
response to a proposal to expand an existing storage facility for boats, recreational
vehicles, and similar equipment. The proposed expansion for this facility, located
on Tesla Road in Livermore, has been denied more than once, but each ruling has
been appealed by the property owners. Most recently, the owners have appealed
a Superior Court decision that also ruled against the expansion. The TVC Board
of Directors filed an amicus brief in support of Alameda County’s position in this
latest court case. The amicus brief is available at www.trivalleyconservancy.org/
News/Latest Info.

Rural Solar Policy for Alameda County Pending
Back in September 2011 the Alameda County Board of Supervisors directed
their staff to create a Rural Solar Policy for large-scale solar facilities in rural areas.
While there is the increased demand for solar energy resulting from California’s
Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS) target of 33% renewable energy generation,
the TVC Board is concerned about the potential negative impacts of these facilities
on the Tri-Valley’s natural resources and agricultural values.
In response, TVC sent a letter to the county Board of Supervisors listing some
recommendations and concerns for the board to consider. Recommendations include
the requirement for a case-by-case review and full environmental assessment of each
proposed project, provisions to ensure clean-up and disposal of equipment if the
plant becomes non-operational, and protection of rural viewsheds, to name a few.
Meanwhile, the TVC continues to work closely with the Alameda County
Community Development Agency Staff, landowners, and other stakeholders to
create a set of policies pertaining to the development of Solar Energy Facilities
(SEF). These policies will be added as a comprehensive amendment to the East
Alameda County Area Plan. TVC appreciates that SEFs will provide clean
sustainable energy. However the significant local and regional impacts to your
Tri-Valley should be addressed appropriately. TVC believes that it is possible to
conserve our land and develop green energy responsibly..
For further details please visit
www.trivalleyconservancy.org / News / Latest Info

Tri-Valley Conservancy – www.trivalleyconservancy.org				

Economic Reasons to Conserve Land
It all adds up. Conserved land increases the value of property near greenbelts,
saves tax dollars by encouraging more efficient development, and reduces the
need for expensive water filtration facilities.
1.

When land is protected, the adjacent land often increases in value.

2.

Natural areas also encourage public recreation that leads to health benefits
and reduced medical costs.

3.

Tri-Valley has lots of protected land and is rightly so, perceived as a nicer
place to live, attracting businesses and people.

4.

South Livermore Valley Area Plan protects the Livermore Valley Wine
Country, which attracts non-resident visitors who put new dollars into the
Tri-Valley economy.

5.

Natural areas capture precipitation, reduces storm water management costs
and, by protecting underground water sources, open space can reduce the
cost of drinking water up to tenfold.

Communities that conserve land are making a wise investment.

Painting by Bryan Mark Taylor

For more details visit trivalleyconservancy.org
and click on News-Articles of Interest

Tri-Valley Treasures
Plein Air Competition & Exhibit
Calling to all artists!
TVC invites artists to come and capture the essence of the South Livermore Valley Area. On May 5-7, 2012, selected
private properties will be open to Tri-Valley Treasures Plein Air competitors. Paintings will be judged by Bryan Mark
Taylor an accomplished landscape painter. Bryan is currently working out of his Bay Area studio and teaching in the
Graduate School at the Academy of Art University in San Francisco. Bryan won “Best of Show” at the 2009 Laguna Plein
Air Invitational and “Collectors Choice” at the 2010 Laguna Plein Air Invitational.

Studio Seven Arts Gallery in Pleasanton will display the artwork on May 12-13, 2012.

I rrigation
I mprovement ?
Concerns are growing about the adequacy
of the available ground and surface water
supply and the quality of the water to
support intended uses.
Agriculture is one of the largest users
of surface water and groundwater,
with irrigation being the greatest use.
In 2000, almost 34 percent of the
water withdrawn from surface water
and groundwater was used in irrigated
agriculture. In arid and semi-arid areas,
crop production depends almost entirely
on irrigation. Competition for water
in these areas is increasing as a result of
increased human populations.
The Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) works with landowners
through conservation planning to benefit
the soil, water, air, plants, and animals for
productive lands and healthy ecosystems.
As a leading Federal agency for assisting
in voluntary restoration for watershed
health and management of resources on
private land, NRCS provides technical
and financial assistance to agricultural
producers and land managers. Strategies
to improve your resources may include
reducing water use through soil moisture
management, installation of alternate
irrigation systems, and improving
irrigation efficiency. The local NRCS
office in Livermore can provide more
information about available programs that
meet the goals of your property.
Contact Alyson Aquino at
(925)371-0154 ext. 116
for more information.

For more information visit trivalleyconservancy.org
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Livermore Valley Uncorked – 2012
Tri-Valley Conservancy is holding its third annual Livermore Valley wine competition on April 29, 2012.
With a focus on the Livermore Valley American Viticultural Area (AVA), all wines to be entered in the
contest must be made ONLY with grapes grown in the Livermore Valley AVA. The wines must also be
available to the buying public.
Judging will be done by a panel, of qualified wine judges, including local wine buyers and winemakers,
using a blind, consensual, numerically-based procedure to ensure competitive integrity. The major
awards to be given are: Best of White, Red and Dessert; plus Best in Show.

Congratulations to the 2011 Winners
Best in Show

Best White

Cabernet Blend 2008

Blend 2010 Lola Ghielmetti Vineyard

Ruby Hill Winery

Best Red

Steven Kent

Ruby Hill Winery

Best Dessert

Cabernet Blend 2008
Ruby Hill Estate, Smith, Livermore

Blend 2005-6-7 &8

Bodegas Aguirre

Visit trivalleyconservancy.org to learn more about 2011 Results and the 2012 event.
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