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I woke up at 5am on a cool October 
day, grumbling about how early I had 
to get up on a Saturday. iPhone in 
hand, I threw some trail mix, a water 
bottle, and a baseball cap into a 
backpack, and headed out the door. 

I met up with 10 other graduating 
seniors and our English teacher in 
front of Livermore High School. The 
morning was quiet and the sun wasn’t 
up over the foothills yet. Our teacher, 
a self-identified Luddite, was an older 
gentleman who could easily talk for 
hours about John Steinbeck’s love 
for the outdoors and his passion 
for hiking in national and regional 

you are protecting land for future generations. 
But what happens when you pass the torch? 
Millennials are hitting the trail and warming up. 

by Meghan Hornbacker, College Intern

The typical millennial is usually depicted as selfish, technology obsessed, and highly social. 
You may shudder worrying about what the future will be like when the next generation 

completely takes over. But I want to tell you why it’s not as bleak as it seems. Why all your hard 
work to preserve land for future generations will not only be appreciated but carried on by 
surprisingly good successors. I am a millennial. Let me explain.

parks. He inspired us to find peace 
and solitude in the outdoors. So, we 
formed a hiking club. That morning 
we were headed up to Mount 
Tamalpais State Park, unsure what this 
nature loving baby boomer had in 
store for us that day.

I reluctantly trudged along with the 
others, and was not too excited 
for the day ahead. A lot of walking 
and climbing, and no cell phone 
connection. Our teacher wore a 
big, tan, floppy hat; suspenders; and 
carried a large walking stick as he 
started along the trail. We all grabbed 
maps at the ranger station, terrified 

of going into unknown territory. He 
marched along the trail with the trees 
and the dirt as his only guide.

As we made our way to the peak of 
Mount Tam, we stopped several times 
to take pictures of the views, take 
selfies, and climb up high on rocks 
so our friends could take pictures of 
us. I looked over to our teacher, who 
sat on a rock looking out to the San 
Francisco Bay, admiring land that was 
billions of years old. He didn’t feel 
the urge to snap a picture to post 
to Instagram or share on Facebook. 
He was up in the wilderness to find 
peace, to relish the silence, and find 

Preservation: the next Generation
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an escape from his busy life. 

I turned back to observe my friends talking, laughing, telling 
stories, and trying to get a cell phone connection to post 
their latest photo.

“It’s just so beautiful,” my best friend said.

“I’ve never seen the Bay Area like this before.”

“We have to come back another time, for sure.”

We were technology-obsessed millennials discovering 
how awe inspiring nature can be. I saw my teacher smile to 
himself as he overheard us talking about how far we could 
see from the top of the mountain. 

experiencing nature differently 
I learned something very important that day: each 
generation experiences nature differently. Nature writer 
Candice Gaukel of The Adventure Collection Blog 
observed that “Baby Boomer and Gen Xers are inclined 
to think of the outdoors as a place to get away from it all, 
where peace and solitude are found. Millennials, however, 
prefer to make their outdoor adventures social events.” In 
fact, more millennials spend time in the outdoors than any 
other generation, according to the Outdoor Foundation.  
The outdoors are no longer considered a risky place, but 
something that can be incorporated into one’s everyday 
life. My fellow millennials and I are seeing open spaces as 
something that is beneficial to our happiness, health, and 

social life. A hike in Del Valle no longer seems to me like 
something only for an elite group of nature experts, but 
a place easily accessible for a group of young adults to 
explore as a weekend activity. 

In the Tri-Valley, the outdoors have the potential to 
become their own tourist attraction. I attended a recent 
luncheon with Tri-Valley Conservancy about the value of 
our agricultural lands. Local leaders, such as Karl Wente, 
spoke at the Livermore Chamber of Commerce Luncheon 
about how resorts in the Tri-Valley would encourage more 
people to enjoy our wine country and popular regional 
parks, such as Del Valle and Sycamore Grove. Having 
multiple places to explore like wineries and parks can 
turn the Tri-Valley from a stop into a destination. Our local 
economy can benefit from people enjoying open spaces!

conserving the future 
If each generation experiences nature differently, then 
they probably will conserve nature differently. When we 
look years down the road, where is the future of land 
conservation in this area? Is the millennial generation 
getting engaged with the land, and more importantly, 
will they be prepared to defend the land and continue 
its conservation? Millennials (the generation born from 
around 1982 to 1998) often get a bad reputation as 
giving little thought to anything that isn’t on their phone. 
However, the future is not as dreary as it seems. It is the 
younger generations that encourage the development of 
sustainable and organic practices, shop at local farmers’ 
markets, and spend lots of time in the outdoors on a 
regular basis. Millennials understand that protecting our 
natural world is just as important as remaining active in the 
digital world. 

While millennials have a reputation for challenging the 
status quo, you should trust that your land conservation 
efforts will be continued for many years to come. The way 
we use land for recreation and agriculture might change, 
but nature is something that has always been important 
to humans since the beginning of time and will continue 
to have major importance in people’s everyday lives. 
One thing we all can do to ensure that the future of land 
conservation is both fun and easy is to visit regional parks. 
Studies have shown that if you spend time in the outdoors 
as a child, you are TWICE as likely to spend time doing 
outdoor recreation activities as an adult. If you are at all 
worried about how the next generations will continue to 
support organizations like Tri-Valley Conservancy, look to 
the kids you know. Invite them outside and hiking as often 
as possible. If they learn about and appreciate the land 
around them, then they will fight to protect it, too.

Just remember, if you can get a group of millennials up at 
5am on a weekend to go outdoors, then anything is possible.

continued froM Page 1

94% 
of millennials 

feel personally 
responsible to 

care for the 
environment

Outdoor 
recreation 

contributes 
$6.7 Billion 

in tax revenue for 
California

half  
of the 1st time 

campers last year 
were millennials

Millennials are investing more 
in experiences, like outdoor 
recreation, than in things. Not 
only are they connecting with 
the outdoors, they value it 
more than possessions, and 
the economy still benefits.

the future looks Bright

to preserve more land for future generations, 
please donate at trivalleyconservancy.org.
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Tickets are on sale Now! 
TriValleyConservancy.org or (925) 449-8706

You preserve amazing lands forever.  
Let's celebrate with a little tropical Old Havana flair!

Friday November 3rd 
Casa Real at Ruby Hill Winery

presented by Beets Hospitality Group

Delight
Flamenco guitarist, dancing & classic cars

Play
Games, Raffles & Auctions

Enjoy
Delicious Drinks & elegant Cuban Dinner

•

•

P reserve
Proceeds benefit Tri-Valley Conservancy’s land programs

•

Tri-Valley 
Conservancy

3PrESErVE land. CONNECT coMMunities. ENrICH life.  



Protecting Open Space with a Click: 
Freeze Frame Photo Contest

Do you ever stop and take a look at the rolling hills of the 
Tri-Valley to admire the rich nature we have all around 

us? Lucky for us, local photographers did, and they are 
sharing their unique perspectives of the open spaces you 
are protecting. These photos capture the lands that give us 
vibrant places to play, unwind, explore, raise animals, and 
grow food. 

Photographers in our annual Freeze Frame Photography 
Competition utilize their photos to help inspire our fellow 
community members and future generations to get outside, 
discover the area’s natural beauty, and help preserve this 
land forever. This year, photographers from 6th graders to 
adults went out to capture images that showcase why we 
should feel proud to live in a beautiful area with gorgeous 
landscapes and a diverse economy. From vineyards and 
ranches to regional parks, we all depend on the open land 
in the Tri-Valley.

With more photo entries than ever before, judging the 
competition was difficult. Enormous thanks to all of our 
generous photographers who dedicated their time and 
talents to raising awareness about land preservation. 
You have all made a positive impact in influencing our 
community to open our eyes to the beauty right in their 
own backyard!

Winning photos will be featured in our 2018 calendar, a 
travelling gallery exhibit, and other Tri-Valley Conservancy 
communications throughout the year. 

you can view all of the top freeze frame photos at 
trivalleyconservancy.org.

adult category

1st place 
“Tree” 

by Anna rouse

2nd place  
 “Flooded Creek” 

by Brad rank

3rd place 
“Spring Morning at Del Valle Park” 

by richard Finn

youth category

1st place 
Autumn” 

by Kaitlyn Pang

2nd place  
 “Serenity” 

by Kaitlyn Pang

3rd place 
“Vibrant Grove” 
by Jake Siders
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to help preserve more agricultural land forever, 
please donate at trivalleyconservancy.org.

Cattle ranchers and wine lovers Patti and Chris Ising 
are fortunate to be stewards of a sizeable property in the 
rolling hills off Mines road, where their view includes the 
Concannon estate property and dozens of Livermore 
vineyards below.  The land belonged to Chris’s mother, 
and to her mother before that. Chris acquired the property, 
which neighbors Bent Creek, Charles r, and Del Arroyo 
vineyards, from his siblings in 1994. Patti and Chris’ daughter, 
Cristelle, is a 5th generation rancher, raises horses for barrel 
racing on the property.

For years, the Isings grazed a sizeable herd of cattle, around 
250 at the peak, leasing about 4,000 acres of grazing land 
from their neighbors. They now have about 40 head of 
Hereford-Angus cross, all grass fed, which they sell to Harris 
ranch. It’s been the drought that has considerably affected 
the number of cattle they raise, due to scarcity of grass and 
water. They were down to 250 grazing acres recently. 

About 15 years ago, they decided to put 80 of their 
acres into a conservation easement with the Tri-Valley 
Conservancy, to help preserve the land and, frankly, for tax 
reasons. They were told they would have to plant the land 
with some kind of crop.  Since Patti had been involved with 
grapes since 1985, when she began working for Wente 
(she subsequently moved to The Steven Kent Winery, 
where she still works), they decided to try something 
different. 

They ruled against apples, olives and figs, and decided 
to go with something that took even more capital and 
long-term patience than vines: pistachios. Instead of the 
relatively short time-to-profit period of a vineyard—if you’re 
lucky, you can get a decent crop by year 4—it takes a full 8 
years to see a crop from a pistachio tree. 

Most pistachios are grown in the Central Valley: it’s still a 
relatively young industry. Their investigation into the relative 
merits of almonds vs. pistachios revealed that the latter take 
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considerably less water. In fact, says Chris, they use half the 
water on their orchard compared to those in the Central 
Valley. He estimates each pistachio nut takes about .06 
gallons vs. 4 gallons per almond. 

They also learned that pistachios require about 750 hours 
of chill in the winter, which means temperatures that are 
below 43 degrees for periods of at least 3 hours. To ripen, 
the soft-hulled nuts need temps of over 85 degrees during 
the summer: they shut down over 106, which actually 
makes Livermore far more ideal than, say, Firebaugh 
as a place to grow them. Chris notes that several other 
Livermore farmers have recently put in pistachios, all in Tri-
Valley Conservancy land. He’s doing his best to steer them 
in the right direction. But farming is farming.

The drought and the exceedingly warm winter we 
experienced a few years ago have dealt most crops a 
big blow, and pistachios are no exception. Statewide, the 
drop was from 550 million pounds harvested in 2014 to a 
projected low of 300–350 million pounds in 2015. The Isings 
expected their crop to be down from 200,000 pounds to 
about 50,000 in 2015. Thanks to the wet year, 2016 yielded a 
record pistachio crop.

regardless of their quantity, the Isings know it will be 
wonderful. Why? They are part of the Wonderful Pistachio 
program, and you can buy their delicious and nutritious 
nuts at your local grocer.

Says Patti, “These are not those horrid red-dyed nuts from 
Iran that flooded the market until the trade barrier back in 
the 1990s! They were dyed to cover their imperfections, 
and the dye is bad for you. Our California pistachios are so 
perfect, they don’t need dye.”

Get crackin’ and you’ll see why.

by laura ness, Volunteer & writer
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1457 first street
livermore, ca 94550

return service requested

Mark Your Calendar

through oct 27, 2017
Freeze Frame Top 25 
photos of 2016 & 2015 
exhibits at the Alameda 
County Administration 
Buildings in Oakland. 

noveMBer 3, 2017
Jeans & Jewels: A Night in 
Old Havana—our gala—
6pm–11pm at Casa real.

noveMBer 24, 2017
Ditch the stores and get 
outdoors for a Black Friday 
Hike!

noveMBer 28, 2017
Donate on Giving 
Tuesday to save land at 
TriValleyConservancy.org!

deceMBer 14, 2017
Volunteer Appreciation—
Stay tuned!

aPril, 2018
Livermore Valley Uncorked 
Wine Celebration—Palm 
Event Center

July 1—31, 2018
Freeze Frame 2018 
competition photo entries 
accepted.  See our website 
for details.

Board of directors 
Jeff Williams, chair

ryan callahan, vice chair

connie campbell, secretary

Michael fredrich, treasurer

david doyle

Matt ford
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staff 
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Beryl anderson, communications dir.

Barbara Graham, Office Manager

carolyn newton, land conservation

Meghan hornbacker, intern

neWsletter 
Judy eckart, editor

Want more details about any of these events? 
call 925.449.8706, email info@trivalleyconservancy.org, or visit us online at trivalleyconservancy.org.

a Proud Partner of

Tri-Valley 
Conservancy


